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A Journey Through 

Hangzhou: Where 

Technology Meets 

Elegance 

 

Having worked in the ICT industry 

for over 15 years, I’ve been 

fortunate to witness how rapidly 

technology reshapes our world. 

My career has taken me through 

countless data centers, innovation 

labs, and company campuses — 

but every now and then a place 

stands out, not just for its 

technology, but for how it makes 

you feel about innovation. My 

recent business trip to Hangzhou 

was one of those moments. 

Hangzhou is often known as the 

‘digital capital’ of China, home 

to many of the nation’s 

technology leaders. Yet beyond 

its reputation for innovation, the 

city holds an elegant charm. The 

grace of West Lake, the strength 

of the Qiantang River, and a 

cultural rhythm that softens even 

the sharpest edges of modern 

industry. My days there reminded 

me that progress and beauty can 

truly exist side by side. 

 

Meeting the Tech Giants 

One of the highlights of my trip 

was visiting the headquarters of a 

leading global e-commerce and 

cloud technology company. Its 
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campus felt almost like a small 

city, — wide, tree-lined paths, 

open courtyards, and buildings 

full of creative energy. Inside the 

exhibition hall, I saw how digital 

platforms have transformed 

modern living, especially the shift 

toward a fully mobile and 

cash-free economy. As someone 

who has spent years in ICT, I was 

deeply inspired by how 

large-scale innovation can bring 

convenience and connectivity to 

everyday life. 

Another visit took me to a top 

provider of digital infrastructure 

and networking solutions. While 

its work may be less visible to the 

general public, it’s absolutely 

essential — powering the 

networks, cloud systems, and 

Internet backbone that businesses 

and communities depend on. 

Walking through their technology 

exhibition, I appreciated how 

infrastructure innovation quietly 

supports the entire digital 

ecosystem we often take for 

granted. 

My final visit was to a global 

leader in intelligent sensing and 

AIoT technologies. Their 

demonstration halls displayed 

smart-city applications that bring 

artificial intelligence into public 

safety, transportation, and 

industry. Seeing these real-world 

solutions gave me a strong sense 



 

e-Newsletter                                                Jan 2026 

 

 

Copyright ©  2026 St. Catherine’s International Kindergarten 版權所有 不得轉載 

of how Hangzhou is becoming a 

hub for next-generation 

intelligent systems — where data 

and design build safer, smarter, 

and more connected 

communities. 

 

The Calm Beauty of West Lake 

After the business activities, I took 

time to slow down and wander 

around West Lake, Hangzhou’s 

best-known treasure. The setting 

felt like stepping into a traditional 

painting — soft willow trees, 

drifting boats, quiet pavilions 

mirrored on calm water. Walking 

along the lakeside, I could easily 

understand why poets and artists 

have drawn inspiration from this 

scene for centuries. The place 

carries a rare sense of grace, 

stillness, and harmony. 

 

The Strength of the Qiantang 

River 

Later, I walked by the Qiantang 

River, wide and full of strength. Its 

flowing waters reflected the city 

lights and new skylines along the 

banks. Though I missed the 

famous tidal bore this time, the 

view still left a deep impression. 

The river seemed to speak for the 

character of Hangzhou itself — 

rooted in nature and tradition, yet 

always surging forward with 

vitality and purpose. 
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My Reflection 

This short journey revealed to me 

two sides of Hangzhou. By day, I 

explored the pulse of digital 

innovation — corporate 

campuses brimming with vision 

and creativity. By evening, I stood 

by the water, surrounded by 

serenity and timeless beauty. 

Hangzhou is not only a city of 

technology, nor only a city of 

culture. It is both. It represents 

how innovation can coexist with 

history, and how modern life can 

keep its elegance. For me, that 

harmony is what truly makes 

Hangzhou remarkable — a place 

where the future feels balanced 

by peace and poetry. 

 

Looking Ahead 

As I left the city, one thought 

stayed with me; I would love to 

return to Hangzhou someday with 

my family — especially my 

children. I want them to see this 

delicate balance between modern 

brilliance and natural charm, to 

walk by West Lake’s calm waters, 

and to feel how technology can 

flourish without losing its human 

warmth. Hangzhou, to me, is not 

just a city of great ideas, it’s a 

city that inspires them. 
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